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other four lectures, "The Financial Burden of Today and Tomorrow," 
"Conscription or Proscription of Capital," "The Period of Financial 
Transition," and "Ten Years After," deal with problems of finance. 
The studies are scholarly and convincing. Historical parallels and ante- 
cedents are cited frequently. Little new material is presented, in the 
way of either theory or fact. 

The author looks for no decisive immediate results from a League of 
Nations. "It would be on its trial for many years," and, meantime, 
"each Power must continue to provide for its own defence." The 
final conclusion is that "the most that can be said for the scheme at 
present is that it is a favourable uncertainty, against which is to be 
set an unfavourable certainty." 

In the matter of war finance the position is taken that neither the 
characteristically English system of taxation nor the characteristically 
German system of financing the war wholly by bonding is satisfactory, 
but a combination: taxing nearly to the limit of endurance, and borrow- 
ing for the balance, revenues from taxes to be sufficient to develop a 
sinking fund for the retirement of the bonds. 

Robert Fry Clark 
Pacific University 



Matrilineal Kinship, and the Question of Its Priority (Memoirs of 
the American Anthropological Association, Vol. IV, No. I, 
January-March, 191 7). By E. Sidney Hartland. 
Mr. Hartland, who ranks among the contemporary founders of social 
anthropology, returns in this monograph to a subject already treated by 
Bachofen, McLennan, Sir John Lubbock, and Lewis H. Morgan. All 
these investigators made matrilineal kinship universally prior to patri- 
lineal kinship in the development of social organization. Mr. Hartland 
agrees with them and argues that the evidence recently adduced for 
the priority of patrilineal descent among certain tribes of Australia and 
North America does not invalidate their conclusions. Where patrilineal 
reckoning now exists, Mr. Hartland either finds clear traces of a previous 
system of matrilineal reckoning or proves to his own satisfaction that the 
patrilineal folk for various reasons are not in a truly primitive condition. 
He considers that the burden of proof rests on those "who deny that 
female descent has in any particular case preceded the reckoning of 
kinship exclusively through males" (p. 87). 

American anthropologists profess to be much shocked by this attempt 
of one of their British brethren to revive a theory supposed to have 



720 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

received its death blow. The curious may be interested in the discussion 
between Mr. Hartland and Professor A. L. Kroeber (American Anthro- 
pologist, October-December, 1917 and April-June, 1918). 

Hutton Webster 
University or Nebraska 



American Charities. By Amos G. Warner, Ph.D. Revised by 
Mary Roberts Cooltdge, Ph.D.; with a biographical preface 
by George Elliott Howard, Ph.D. New York: Thomas 
W. Crowell Co. Pp. xxii+511. 

The appearance of a new edition of Warner's American Charities 
is sure to be greeted by a chorus of approval. Since the first edition 
appeared twenty-five years ago, this book has remained the standard 
summary statement of problems and methods in this field. In no field 
of human knowledge, however, does detailed information so speedily 
become obsolete as in the field of the practical treatment of the dependent 
and defective classes. New discoveries in collateral branches of science, 
in psychology, biology, etc., make necessary repeated examinations 
even of so-called fundamentals; so that one feels that two revisions since 
1894 are none too many. It was, however, a merit of this book from the 
first edition that it embodied such a sure grasp of the great principles 
underlying the case of these abnormal groups that much of it is as valu- 
able today as a quarter-century ago. 

Professor Coolidge has wisely utilized the book as a going concern. 
She has made modifications only where changes have occurred in social 
technique and in our information on certain important fields, notably 
those of heredity and of the nature of feeble-mindedness, blindness, and 
insanity. Furthermore, the attitude of a large part of the social workers 
of the United States has changed. While striving vigorously for im- 
provement in technique, they have all become painfully aware of the 
fundamental maladjustment in our social system and are backing with 
energy the social, rather than the individual, attack on these age-old 
evils. This attitude the book reflects. It is not so philosophical in its 
outlook as Professor Parmelee's Poverty and Social Progress, but it is 
very much more useful, especially for students. 

The particular modifications to be noted are those introduced in 
connection with the discussion of the causes of poverty and pauperism. 
While no exhaustive resume is offered here of the work of the eugenists 
and the scientific students of genetics, the important facts are well 



